
THE AMERICAN DREAM
Great Gatsby’s Society vs. Society Today

In today’s society as well as the society in Great Gatsby, everyone strives 
to achieve the American Dream, and their dreams.

“I suppose he’d had the name ready for a long time,
even then. His parents were shiftless and unsuccessful farm people--
his imagination had never really accepted them as his parents at all. 

The truth was that Jay Gatsby of West Egg, Long Island, 
sprang from his platonic conception of himself. He was a son of God--

a phrase which, if it means anything, means just that…”(Fitzgerald 98).

This shows, that all his life, even as a child, Gatsby was able to dream of 
achieving something bigger, than his life had been. Jay Gatsby had never ac-

cepted his true family, but instead was able to think bigger, and have a dream 
of his own.

This is the schedule that James Gatz used to become 
successful. As you can see he was very hardworking and 

dedicated to achieving his dream. 

“‘Jimmy was bound to get ahead. He always had some resolves like 
this or something. Do you notice what he’s got about improving his 
mind? He was always great for that. He told me I et like a hog once, 

and I beat him for it’” (Fitzgerald 173).
In this quote, Nick is speaking to Gatsby’s father, before his funeral. They are dis-

cussing Gatsby’s accomplishments, how he was bound to succeed in achieving the 
American Dream, as he was such a hard worker. At this point in the book, Mr. Gatz 

had showed Nick, James’ schedule from his childhood. 

Today’s Society

Great Gatsby’s Society

Halle Berry moved to New York to become an 
actress, at 21 years old. She ran out of money, and 

her mother stopped sending her cash. So, she 
had to stay in a homeless shelter. However, today 
she was able to achieve her dream, as a an Oscar 
winner. As well as her own dream, Ms. Berry was 
able to achieve the american dream and move to 

a higher social status in today’s society. (Smith 
and Walters)

Jim Carrey dropped out of high school to pay the 
bills, when his father was laid o� from work. He 

worked as a janitor and a security guard, however, Mr. 
Carrey and his family were forced to live in their van. 

But, he was able to move to Los Angeles, at �rst he had 
struggled, but he was able to obtain a role in the TV 

show “Living in Color”. Today, Jim Carrey is estimated 
to earn about twenty million dollars for each of his 

movies. (Muniz) 

In the late 1980s, when Steve Harvey was just start-
ing out as a comedian, he wasn’t very successful. He 

had done a few gigs and had found himself homeless 
and living in his car. Mr. Harvey would wash himself up 

in gas stations, hotels, and swimming pool showers. 
But, he was called to appear at the “Showtime at 

Apollo”, which had turned out to be his big break. 
Today, Steve Harvey is a talk show host and an actor. 

(Smith and Walters)

Celine Dion is part of a family of fourteen children, in a 
very low income household. As a child she helped out 

at her parents’ piano bar, serving as the entertainer. 
Ms. Dion received her big break when her family sent 

one of her own self composed song, to a music manag-
er. He had mortgaged his house so he could pay for her 

�rst record. Celine Dion married her music manager 
and is now worth about four-hundred million dollars.  

(Muniz)

Born in the town of Kosciusko, Mississippi, Oprah Winfrey 
was left for her grandmother to take care of after her un-

married parents separated. She was sent to live with each of 
her parents, and moved back and forth between the two of 

them. Oprah faced sexual abuse, starting at a young age. 
Her mother worked a lot and didn’t have time to supervise 

her. Oprah’s father was able to save her by providing her 
with structure and rules. Even though she struggled during 
childhood she was able to rise above, and receive jobs as an 
actress and reporter. Today, Oprah Winfrey is of the wealthi-
est women in American and the highest paid entertainer in 

the world. (Encyclopedia of World Biography).

J.K. Rowling was a single mother who had endured 
poverty, which had great impact on her. At one point 

she wasn’t able to feed herself. She would go to a cafe, 
to write manuscripts by hand with her baby by her 

side. Her agent told her that she wouldn’t able to make 
lot of money by writing a children’s book. She proved 

him wrong and wrote the best selling series “Harry 
Potter.” Today, J.K. Rowling is estimated to have a net 

worth of one billion dollars. (Finances Online)

From this project, we were able to learn that in both society today and the society in the Great Gatsby, people strive to achieve the American Dream. The dream entails a set of 
ideals in which freedom gives people the opportunity for prosperity and success, as well as you and your family moving up in social status. For example, in the book, The Great 

Gatsby, Jay Gatsby as a child dreams to become rich and live nicely, and after a lifetime of hard work he was able to achieve that dream. In real life the celebrities, Halle Berry, Jim 
Carrey, Steve Harvey, Celine Dion, J.K. Rowling, and Oprah Winfrey were able to rise up from a life where they struggled and achieving their dreams.  

Summary


