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Death of a Salesman Final Discussion

Why did Willy kill himself?
1. There were many factors that lead Willy to kill himself. First, it started with Willy being unhappy with his job. He barely got paid any money and he’s been working there for years. Willy didn’t know what to do with himself, so he didn’t take the job offer from Charley. 
2. He was embarrassed that he had to borrow money, since he wasn’t telling anyone about him borrowing money from Charley. 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Also, Willy would see his brother Ben, even though Ben wasn’t really there. In a way, Ben would convince Willy that he should end his life and Ben would talk about how great his life is compared to Willy’s life. 

Who is responsible for Willy's death?
1. Willy felt that he was ready to go and that he would leave his family with nothing left on the table. The mortgage was being paid off. Biff and Willy made up. 
2. Ben was partially responsible for Willy’s death even though he wasn’t physically there. Afterall, Ben was telling Willy “Time, William, time!” meaning that Ben thinks Willy should die. Ben is like Willy’s conscience, since Willy listens to Ben when Ben talks to him.
3. Wagner feels guilty for Willy’s death because he was one of the last people that made Willy go to the edge. Willy getting fired was a factor that lead to him to kill himself. 

What kind of argument is Arthur Miller making by telling this story?
1. If something that is extremely bad will occur, do something about it before it happens and makes the situation worse. 
2. Family is really important because what happens between your family will affect everyone in the family for the rest of their lives. It is very important to be on good terms with your family.

Is this play still relevant today?
1. Yes. Suicide is a problem that many people suffer with. Mental health is not frequently talked about especially in this time period. Willy suffered from thoughts in his head that made him feel that killing himself was the only way out of his problems. 	Comment by Ella Walley: this is mine okurrrrr



Make some connections to other works we have read.
1. This connects most to Gatsby. Gatsby was living with all the money in the world and still didn't feel accomplished and satisfied which relates how Willy was offered a job by Charley but didn’t take it. Willy didn’t want to take the job because he was embarrassed that he had money issues. 
2. This also connects to Romeo and Juliet because both Romeo and Willy were unhappy with the way their lives were going. They both ended up sacrificing their own lives because they felt that there was no other way out and were both unhappy with their lives.

Notes on Group discussion 5/7/18:

1.  Why did Willy kill himself? 
a. “Charlie you are the only friend I got” (Page 98)
b. “She couldn’t do anything about it she was just ashamed” (60).
c. Lonely and mentally not well
d. Linda wasn't there for him - knew he tried to kill himself multiple times but didn’t do anything about it
e. Had a hard time knowing he had cheated on his wife and because Biff knew
f. Page 33 middle of the page: Willy talks about how he is lost
g.  Willy is basing this success based on his children's success and happiness. For example if Biff or Happy were content with a wife and kids then: Would Willy be happier? Would he still be alive? 
i. If Willy didn’t put all the pressure on his kids to be the best workers ever maybe they would see a positive role model to work hard. This brings the idea of Hard work pays off? Also Willy cheated on Linda many times, if his kids had an idea about this it may have reason for Happys treatment with woman.  (Page 38 he talks about having an affair with a woman)
h. Vicariously: live through your kids 

2. Who is responsible for Willy's death?
a. Family is very important
b. Page 124 linda talking about biff leaving willy at the restaurant

3. What kind of argument is Arthur Miller making by telling this story?
a.  Mental Health wasn't as common, therapists were rare and uncommon
b. The argument is that caring too much about your reputation and what other people think of you is not good.
c.  

4.  Is this play still relevant today?
a.  

5. Make some connections to other works we have read.
a.  Biff is to Willy and Daisy is to Gatsby -- both trying to get closer to the other and be with them but then they have a break through are realize its not going to work then both die
b. Willy’s mental state is very similar to Wilson’s when Myrtle was hit by Gatsby’s car and killed(page 83 has an example)
c. Willy and Gatsby both chasing something they both my never achieve -- Willy, success for both his kids and himself and Gatsby to have a healthy and happy relationship with Daisy

