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HOW LAKSHu SEES STEPFATHER

HE WON A MOTORCYCLE!

MMA'S DAUGHT!

THE EAI\&EI:D

HER MOM IS OUT WORKING WHILE HER STEPDAD IS PLAYING CARDS
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LAKSHMI'S STEPDAD

NOW THAT IT HAS FINALLY STARTED
RAINING AGAIN, THE RAIN WILL NOT STOP
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ARE CONSTANTLY TRYING

CANDY EVERYDAY, I ‘
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LAKSHMI'S MOM

T0 FIX THE ROOF

THE RAIN GETS SO BAD THAT ALL OF THE CROPS
ARE WASHED DOWN THE MOUNTIN

4 1 LAKSHMI'S STEPDAD SELL'S AMA'S
EARINGS AND OTHER BELONGINGS
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CITY GIRLS HAVE...

GOOD LIFE
PRETTY DRESSES

LAKSHMI'S STEPDAD RETURNS FROM GAMBLING LATER THAT NIGHT
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THE GIRLS ARE HOPEFUL THATTHEY CAN SELL
THIS FOR MONEY AND NOT BE IN DEBT ANYMORE

HE LOSES THE MOTORCYCLE GAMBLING NOT
LONG AFTER

BEACUSE THEY HAVE NO MONEY
STEPFATHER DECIDES LAKSHMI MUST
GO TO THE CITY

LAKSHMI AND FAMILY
THINK SHE IS GOING
TOCITY T0 BE AMAID
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MA'S DAUGHTE!

|S SAD THAT LAKSHMI IS LEAVING \}‘KSH”//

HER MOM AND OTHER WOMEN PUT THEIR CHILDREN FIRST, AHEAD OF THEIR
OWN NEEDS. THE STARVE THEM SELVES AND WORK EXTRA. ' |s STAVING STRONG FOR MOM
SHE SEES HER MOM CATERING TO STEPDAD'S EVERY NEED LAKSHI'S HoM
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“FIRST BLOOD” WSHy, iy,

MA'S DAUGHT MAS DAUGHT FOR 7 DAYS

AT BAJAI'S STORE

AMA TELLS LAKSHMI “EVERYTHING SHE NEEDS TO KNOW

QA

AMA'S DAUGHTEl |

P N

:—““"Es—ul ASK AMA WHY.
S SRR yHy,'| SAY “MUST et I
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WATER STEPFATHER DOES NOTHING NOT 6 \}KSIM/, Q}\q wa,,%
STEPFATHER THREATENS THAT IS RAIN DOES NOT COME HE IS GOING FINALLY ARRIVE AT /I;JGUSE
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“LAKSHMI'S STORY IN DRAWINGS™
BY EMILY BOOKSTAVER
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AKA “AUNTIE”
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GIVES a l

BARTERS TO
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AND A PAIR OF SHOES
LAKSHMI IS INTRUCTED

l TO FOLLOW “AUNTIE”

TALKS AND

LEAVES

THIS MAN IS HAVING LAKSHMI CALL HIM HUSBAND
SO THAT THE PEOPLE CROSSING THE BORDER
ARE NOT SUSPIUIJUS AND DO NOT GIVE HIMA HARD TIME

SHEIS REWWM HE SAID
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AMA'S DAUGHTE!
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AT THE 2ND TRAIN STOP THEY GET OUT

LAKSHMI AND UNGLE HUSBAND TAKE A TRAIN TO INDIA
WKSHy,

LAKSHMI LOOKS AND SEES A GIRL WITH HER
HEAD SHAVED BEING SCAREMED AT
UNCLE HUSBAND WARNS HER THAT IF SHE

TRIES TO ESCAPE FROM HIM THAT
WILL BE HER AND NOBODY WILL HELP HER
MA'S DAUGHTE

NEW CITY
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-MOVIE STARS -POOR PEOPLE PINESS Hopycr
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WOMEN DRESSED IN FANCY CLOTHES
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MUMTAZ ASKS LAKSHMI TO COME WORK
AND SHE SUDDENLY FEELS LIKE SOMETHING
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LIVNG HER IS NOT BAD AND ITS BETTER THAN THE CITY.
SHE CAN LIVE HER IF SHE DOES WHAT MUMTAZ SAYS

APROACHES ’ \WSHyy,

TEN THOUSAND RUPEES IS EXGHANGEI]

AMA'S DAUGHTE

AFTER TRAVALING LAKSHMI FALLS ASLEEP AND IS LATER WOKEN
UP BY TWO GIRLS AND TAKEN TO GET MAKEUP AND HAIR
DONE BY THE OTHER GIRLS
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AMA'S DAUGHTE!

REALIZES THE WOMAN AKA
AUNTIE BILIMA IS HER MISTRESS
AND SHE WAS JUST SOLD
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FREAKS OUT WSty THEY CUT HER HAIR
IS NOT RIGHT. o WM 4, S01F SHE TRIES
AND WANTS TO ESCAPE NO
paliin®® G0 HOME ONE WILL HELP HER
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AMA'S DAUGHTER

SHE GETS BEAT UP TWICE A DAY AND IS
NOT FED FOR RESISTING TO BE WITH THE MEN

“ MZ GIVES \}KSH”/

LAKSHMI
ADRINK

MUMATAZ FORCES HER INTO
ABED WITH ANOTHER MAN
HE TRIES TO KISS HER BUT

SHE BREAKS FREE AND ESCPAES

LAKSHMI REALISES AFTER
DRINKING THE DRINK AND

STILLIS
REFUSING
DESPITE
BEING LOCKED
INHER ROOM
FORDAYS

FEELING FUNNY THAT
MUMTAZ DRUGGED HER
S0 SHE WOULD DO
WHAT SHE SAID

AMA'S DAUGHTER

AMAN COMES INTO LAKSHMI'S ROOM, SHE TRIES TO FIGHT HIM OFF BUT SHE CAN'T BECAUSE SHE HAS BEEN DRUGED. LAKSHMI HAS BEEN RAPED.
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\MKSH7y,  FEELS ASHAMED, AFTER WHAT HAPPEND

AND THAT SHE HAS BEEN WITH A MAN . NOW EVERY DAY AND NIGHT
SHE IS DRUBGED AND FORCED
T0 BE WITH THE MEN,
SHE PRAYS FOR THE RAPE T0 END R st
AND THE PAIN TO STOP L f—
AMA'S DAUGHTER

“NO MATTER HOW OFTEN | WAS AND SCRB AND WASH AND SCRUB, | CANNOT SEEM TO RINSE THE MEN FROM MY BODY"(129).
THIS QUOTE SHOWS HOW AFFECTED AND SHAKEN LAKSHMI IS FROM BEING RAPED AND DRUGGED A TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF
AT SUCH A YOUNG AGE AND NO MATTER HOW HARD SHE TRIES TO FORGET SHE CAN'T.
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DT UNTIL YOU
PAY OF THE
TWENTY THUUSAND
RUPEES

LAKSHMI REMEBERS SHE WAS BOUGHT FOR
‘TEN THOUSAND RUPEES AND THAT MUMTAZ
1S NOT TRUTHFUL. WHEN SHE BRINGS THIS
UPTO MUMTAZ SHE GETS THREATENED.
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AMA'S DAUGHTER
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SEES THE QTHER HAPINESS HOUSE GIR

WATCHING TV
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AMA'S DAUGHTER

LAKSHMI'S ROOM GETS SWTICHED AND SHE NOW SHARES A ROOM WITH ANITA, PUSHPA AND HER TWO KIDS, AND SHAHANNA
“THE RULES"
SHAHANNA TELLS LAKSHMI
1. “TELL THE CUSTOMERS THAT YOU ARE TWELVE SHE SAYS. OR, MUMTAZ WILL BEAT YOU SENSELESS
2. D0 WAHTEVER THE CUSTOMERS ASK OF YOU OR HE WILL BEAT YOU SENSELESS. THEN HE WILL DO WHATEVER HE LIKES WITHOUT PAYING.
3. ALWAYS WASH YOURSELF WITHA WET RAG AFTER THE MAN IS FINSIHED, PUSHPA SAYS. THIS WILL KEEP YOU FRO GETTING A DISEASE.

4.IF A CUSTOMER LIKES YOU, HE MAY GOVE YOU A SWEET,SHE SAYS. YOU MUST EAT IT RIGHT AWAY. OR MUMTAZ WILL TAKE IT AND EAT IT HERSELF” (141).

THEY ALSO TELL HER ABOUT THE AMERICANS THAT WILL TRY TO TRICK YOU INTO RUNNING AWAY. THEY SAY THEY WILL SHAME YOU
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“IN THE VILLAGE SCHOOL WE WERE TAUGHT TO ADD, SUBTRACT, MULTIPLY, AND DIVIDE...

HERE | DO DIFFRENT CALCULATIONS. IF | BRING HALF A DOZEN MEN TO MY ROOM EACH NIGHT AND
EACH MAN PAYS MUMTAZ 30 RUPEES, | AM 180 RUPEES CLOSER EACH DAY TO GOING BACK HOME. IF |
WORK FOR A HUNDRED DAYS MORE, | WILL SURELY HAVE ENOUGH TO PAY BACK THE 20,000
RUPEES | OWE TO MUMTAZ. THEN SHAHANNA TEACHES ME CITY SUBTRACTION. HALF OF WHAT
THE MEN PAY GO TO MUMTAZ, SHE SAYS. THEN YOU MUST AKEN AWAY 80 RUPEES FOR WHAT
MUMTAZ CHARGES FOR YOUR DAILY RICE AND DAL. ANOTHER 100 A WEEK FOR RENTING
YOUR BED AND PILLOW. AND 500 FOR THE SHOT THE DIRTY-HANDS DOCTOR GIVES US ONCE
A'MONTH SO THAT WE WON'T BECOME PREGNET... | DO THE CALCULATIONS AND REALIZE | AM

DKS%, W ALREADY BURIED ALIVE"(147-148).
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AMA'S DAUGHTER

PUSHPA'S SON CATCHES HER READING THE BOOK AND HE OFFERS FOR HER TO KEEP THE
BOOK BUT SHE THINKS HE ONLY IS DOING THAT CAUSE HE FEELS BAD FOR HER
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HOUSE BY

\y\(Sll
Q OFFERS TO TEACH ,

AMA'S DAUGHTER

AND THEY TELL HER ABOUT THE NEW GIRL WHO TOOK LAKSHMI'S
ROOM THAT JUST KILLED HERSELF BY HANGING HERSELF BY THE RAFTERS WITH HER SHAWL.

SHE NOTICES HOW NORMAL HIS LIFE IS
AND | THINK SHE IS WATCHING HIM
BECAUSE SHE WISHES HER LIFE WAS STILL
NORMAL LIKE HIS

DURING THE DAY WHEN HE IS OUT AT SCHOOL
OR IS OUT SO THAT SHE CAN PRETEND SHE IS
STILL IN SCHOOL AND HAS A NORMAL LIFE

GETS AWAY BRIBING THE COPS TO NOT TELL
WITH RUNNING

THE HAPPINESS

HOW TO EAD THE WORDS IN THE stEwK

SHE LEARNS HOW TO SAY IN A NEW LANGUAGE WHERE SHE LIVES AND HOW OLD SHE IS AND HER NAME ALL
THANKS TO THE BOY.PRETTY SOON HE ALSO STARTS TEACHING HER AMERICAN WORDS. HE GIVES HER A PENCIL
AND THIS MAKES LAKSHMI CRY BECAUSE OF HOW KIND THE BOY HAS BEEN TO HER. IN RETURN SHE GIVES HIM
| > ABALL MADE FROM HER OLD CLOTHLES
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AMA'S DAUGHTER

WHEN LAKSHMI LOOKS IN A MIRROR SHE CAN HARDLY RECONIZE HERSELF
BECAUSE SHE HAS BEEN FORCED TO BECOME SOMEONE SHE IS NOT

PUSHPA CAN NOT WOEK BECAUSE SHE IS ILL SO SHE AND HER CHILDREN ARE KICKED OUT ONTO THE
STREETS AND LAKSHMI IS UPSET BECAUSE SHE IS LOSING HARISH HER FRIEND AND ONCE SOURCE OF HAPINESS

WSHyy,

GETS AN UNLIKE USUAL HE ASKS HER QUESTIONS ~ HE ASKS HER “ D0 YOU WANT TO

AMERICAN  LIKE IF HER NAME AND IF SHE IS  LEAVE HERE?' 1 JUST STARE AT HIM"(205.)
CUSTOMER  BEING HELD AGAINST HER WILL HE OFFERS TO HELP HER
ST LEAVE AND SHE SAYS NO

SHE RESPONDS NO BECAUSE MUMTAZ BRAINWASHED HER INTO THINKING IF ANYONE TRIES
TO SAVE HER THEY ARE LYING AND THEY WILL PUBLICLY SHAME HER

HE GIVES HER HIS BUISSNES CARD INCASE SHE CHANGES HER MIND AND WANTS TO LEAVE
SHE LOOKS AT THE CARD BUT SHE KNOWS IF ANYONE ELSE SEES IT SHE WILL GET IT
TROUBLE SO SHE HIDES IT AWAY

“*OPEN UP'™ (213).

ALL THE GIRLS IN THE HOUSE RAN WHEN THEY HEARD THE MAN SHOUT AT THE DOOR
THERE WAS STOMPING AND YELLING AND SLAMMING AND HEAVY SCARY FOOTSTEPS

THE HOUSE WAS DESTROYED AND SHAHANNA WAS MISSING

E THEY THINK EITHER THE POLICE OR AMERICANS

DID IT BECAUSE MUMTAZ IS BEHIND IN
HER PAYMENTS

NOW THAT SHAHANNA IS GONE
YOU ALL HAVE TO COVER HER
CUSTOMERS

it

IS DOING MORE READING THEN WORK AND ANITA

STU O0K™  SpS MUMTAZ WILL SELL HER IF SHE DOES NOT WORK MORE

AMA'S DAUGHTER

ANITA AND LAKSHMI PLAN A PLACE TO HIDE AND LOCK THEMSELVES IFANOTHER RAID HAPPENS

LAKSHMI DOES THAT CALCULATIONS AND THINKS SHE ONLY HAS ONE MORE YEAR
0 WORK. SHE TELLS MUMTAZ AND SHE SAYS THAT THAT IS WRONG AND SHE FORGOT
MANY EXPENSES AND THAT IT WOULD BE FIVE YEARS

WHEN LAKSHMI WANTS TO ASKS SHIPLA 40 RUPEES SHE LAUGHS BECAUSE LAKSHMI THINKS THE MONEY SHE HAS EARNED IS
GOUNG TO HER FAMILY BUT REALLY MUMTAZ IS KEEPING IT ALL AND IS GOING TO WORK LAKSHMI UNTIL SHE IS USELESS

LAKSHMI GETS ANOTHER AMERICAN CUSTOMER WHO ASKS IF SHE WANTS T0 LEAVE.
HE TAKES HER PICTURE AND SHOWS HER PICTURES OF THE SHELTER. HE TELLS LAKSHMI
THAT MUMTAZ CAN NOT DO THIS TO HER AND THAT HE IS GOING T0 COME
BACK TO THE HOUSE TO RESCUE HER, BUT SHE DOESNT KNOW IF SHE SHOULD TRUST HIM.

DAYS LATER DAYS LATER
SHE STARTS SHE FEELS
TO THINK DUMB FOR
HE WILL NOT TRUSTING
COME BACK HIM

ARY IN THE MORNING THE COPS S
LAKSHMI CAN HEAR THAT THE VOICE OF THE COP
BELONGS T0 THE AMERICAN SHE TALKED TO
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AMA'S DAUGHTER

SHE CAN HEAR THE AMERICAN CALLING HER NAME
SHE HEARS HIM LEAVING

SHE IS RESCUED, MUMTAZ IS ARRESTED
THE END!

MAJOR THEMES
1. GENDER ROLES. THIS POPED OUT TO ME SO OFTEN IN THE BOOK.
LAKSHMI WAS CONSTANTLY BEING TAUGHT THAT HER JOB AS A WOMEN
WAS T0 MAKE MEN HAPPY WETHER IT WAS PLESING HER FATHER OR HER
CLIENTS OR ANY MAN IN THE BOOK.
2.MONEY. THROUGHOUT THE STORY | SAW LAKSHMI GET TRADED AND
SOLD AND PAYED FOR FOR VARIQUS AMOUNTS OF RUPEES. MONEY PLAYS
AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE STORY BECAUSE ITS DRIVES THE ACTIONS
TAKEN BY THE CHARATERS. FOR EXAMPLE IF LAKSHMI'S FAMILY WAS
NOT WORRIED ABOUT MONEY THEY WOULD NOT HAVE MADE HER GET A
JOB AS A “MAID" AND SHE WOULD HAVE NEVER BEEN SOLD INTO THE SEX

TRADE. FINAL THOUGHTS

| REALLY ENJOYED READING THIS BOOK FOR SO MANY RESONS. | THINK
ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS | LIKED THIS BOOK WAS THAT LAKSHMI'S
LIFE IS NOTHING LIKE MINE. SHE LIVED IN NEPAL IN THE MOUNTAINS
UNDER A THACTHED ROOF, FARMING AND LIVING A VERY SIMPLE LIFE.
SHE WAS MANIPULATED INTO LEAVING HER HOME TO GO MAKE MONEY
FOR HER FAMILY AS A “MAID” WHILE IN REALITY SHE WAS BEING SOLD
INTO SEXUAL SLAVERY. LAKSHMI ENDURED SO MANY HARDSHIPS AND
HORIBLE THINGS JUST TO MAKE MONEY FOR HER FAMILY BACK HOME
WHICH | THINK SHOWS A LOT OF GOOD CHARATER. EVEN THOUGH LAKSH-
MI’S LIFE WAS NOTHING LIKE MINE IS, HER STORY AND PERSONALITY IS
SO HONEST AND RELATABLE T0 OTHERS WHO ARE ENDURING OR HAVE
BEEN THROUGH THE SAME THING, WETHER IT WAS BEING SOLD INTO
SEXUAL SLAVERY, ABUSE, OR RAPE. BY READING THIS BOOK | LEARNED
MORE ABOUT THE SERIOUS ISSUE OF SEXUAL SLAVERY. IN THE AUTHOR'S
NOTE IT SAID 12,000 NEPALI GIRLS ARE SOLD BY THEIR FAMILES AND
THAT IN THE ENTIRE WORLD HALF A MILLION KIDS YEARLY ARE PUT INTO
THE SEX TRADE.
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