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Sold 
“Lakshmi’s story in drawings”

by emily bookstaver

a                  rooft i n

+
ama

lakshmi’s mom

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

have want

a leaky thatched roof a tin roof

Symbol for:
good job
healthy family
wealth

stepfather

lakshmi’s stepdad

+

lakshmi

Amma’s daughter

let me go to the city to 
work and earn money

ama

lakshmi’s mom

“‘you must stay 
in school,no 

matter what your
 stepfather says.’” (1)

yes you 
should go

stepfather

lakshmi’s stepdad

lakshmi

Amma’s daughter

ama

lakshmi’s mom

how lakshmi sees ama

hardworking
beutiful

responsible

kind

lakshmi

Amma’s daughter

how lakshmi sees stepfatherstepfather

lakshmi’s stepdad

lazy

gambler

mean

selfish looks down at her

lakshmi

Amma’s daughter

can     see
the 22double

standard

her mom is out working while her stepdad is playing cards

her mom and other women put their children first, ahead of their 
own needs. The starve them selves and work extra.

she sees her mom catering to stepdad’s every need

she hears her stepdad say she is only worth what she can provide to 
him but not worth missing

lakshmi

Amma’s daughter

recived her 
“first blood”

as a result

lakshmi

Amma’s daughter

 be        seen

for 7 days

ama tells Lakshmi “everything she needs to know

rules
never look a man in the eye

bow your head when you are
with man

when married eat after
your husband is done

if he pleases “you must give yourself to him 
in hopes that you will bear a son”(15).

wash his feet when he says

if you birth a boy feed him until he is four
if you have a girl feed her for a month

and then try again for a boy

“i ask ama why. 
‘why,’i say ‘must 

women suffer 
so?

‘this has always 
been our fate’ 

she says.
(16)

“
5050 days no rain

Lakshmi’s cucumbers are wilting
Lakshmi and ama make various trips to recive

 water stepfather does nothing
““606o days

rice plants are dying
the animals are thirsty

NOT GOOD!!!!

STEPFATHER THREATENS THAT IS RAIN DOES NOT COME HE IS GOING 
TO GIVE AWAY AMA’S BELONGINGS FOR MONEY

IT FINALLY RAINS AND

THE thatched roof LEAKS

no rain

now that it has finally started 
raining again, the rain will not stop

ama

lakshmi’s mom

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

are constantly trying 
to fix the roof

+

the rain gets so bad that all of the crops 
are washed down the mountin

Lakshmi’s stepdad sell’s Ama’s 
earings and other belongings

people are coming to their house 
to collect money the owe

the festival of lights have been going on 
Lakshmi is excited and attends 

Then
lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

is 
aproached

by

city woman

come to the city
city girls have...

candy everyday

pretty dresses
good life

Lakshmi’s stepdad returns from gambling later that night

he won a motorcycle!
the girls are hopeful thatthey can sell 

this for money and not be in debt anymore

he loses the motorcycle gambling not
long after

beacuse they have no money
stepfather decides Lakshmi must

go to the city

stepfather

lakshmi’s stepdad

stepfather

lakshmi’s stepdad

ama

lakshmi’s mom

is sad that Lakshmi is leaving lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

is staying strong for mom

Lakshmi and family
think she is going

to city to be a maid

stepfather

lakshmi’s stepdad

sells

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

for 800 rupees

to 

 

at bajai’s store

city woman

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

city woman

Aka “Auntie”

Walk for days passing various villages

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

city woman

Aka “Auntie” after 9th village
they get in a truck

next they get in a bus lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

city woman

Aka “Auntie”

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

worrying about

the future

not being able to see the 
mountin where she lived anymore

where/if
she can
find gita

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

city woman

Aka “Auntie”

finally arrive at 
their destination

Big House
lots of rooms

new city

city woman

Aka “Auntie”

gives 

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

one
pink

dress 

and a pair of shoes

Lakshmi is intructed
 to follow “auntie”

city woman

Aka “Auntie”

talks and 
barters to

man
Money is exchanged city woman

x
leaves

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

man

i am like your unclecall me husbandwhen we cross border

This man is having Lakshmi call him husband
so that the people crossing the border

are not suspiuous and do not give hima hard time

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

Un

cle husband

Lakshmi and Uncle Husband take a train to india

2
at the 2nd train stop they get out

uncle warns Lakshmi
if you try to escape

your family will 
not get money

Un

cle Husband Lakshmi looks and sees a girl with her 
head shaved being scaremed at

uncle husband warns her that if she
 tries to escape from him that

will be her and nobody will help her

she is rewarded for doing what he said

Expectation Reality
lakshmi

Ama’s daughter
of

 n
ew

 c
it

y
-movie stars
-tin roofs
-fancy lifestyle

-poor people
-homeless people
-dirty air
-scary people

new city 

“The Happiness house”

inside the house

women dressed in fancy clothes

 woman

aproaches lakshmi

Ama’s daughter
Un

cle Husband

ten thousand rupees is exchanged

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

realizes the woman aka 
auntie bilima is her mistress
 and she was just sold

after travaling Lakshmi falls asleep and is later woken
up by two girls and taken to get makeup and hair

done by the other girls

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

Mumtaz asks Lakshmi to come work
and she suddenly feels like something

is not right.

M
um

at
az

 fo
rc

es
 h

er
 in

to
 

a 
be

d 
w

it
h 

an
ot

he
r 

m
an

he
 tr

ie
s t

o 
ki

ss
 h

er
 b

ut
 

sh
e b

re
ak

s f
re

e a
nd

 es
cp

ae
s

freaks out
runs back

to her room
and wants

go home

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

must be a mistake
i came to be a maid

mumtaz

you can nit go home

you have to do his 

until you pay off your debt

they cut her hair
so if she tries
to escape no

one will help her

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

she gets beat up twice a day and is 
not fed for resisting to be with the  men

Shahanna

livng her is not bad and its better than the city.
she can live her if she does what mumtaz says

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

still is
refusing
despite

being locked
in her room

for days

mumtaz lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

gives
Lakshmi 
a drink

Lakshmi realises after
drinking the drink and

feeling funny that
mumtaz drugged her

so she would do
what she said

a man comes into Lakshmi’s room, she tries to fight him off but she can’t because she has been druged. Lakshmi has been raped.

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

feels ashamed, after what happend 
and that she has been with a man . now every day and night

she is drugged and forced
to be with the men.

she is sad and ashamed
and wants to go home

she prays for the rape to end
and the pain to stop

“no matter how often i was and scrb and wash and scrub, i cannot seem to rinse the men from my body”(129).
this quote shows how affected and shaken Lakshmi is from being raped and drugged a taken advantage of

at such a young age and no matter how hard she tries to forget she can’t.

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

please
let me go!

mumtaz

not until you
pay of the

twenty thousand
rupees

LIELIE
Lakshmi REMEBERS SHE WAS BOUGHT FOR
TEN THOUSAND RUPEES AND THAT MUMTAZ
IS NOT TRUTHFUL. WHEN SHE BRINGS THIS

UP TO MUMTAZ SHE GETS THREATENED.

 lakshmi sees THE OTHER HAPINESS HOUSE GIRLS

CAREFREE
LAUGHING

WATCHING TV

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter SHE WONDERS HOW AND WHY THIS IS SO NORMAL FOR THEM

Lakshmi’S ROOM GETS SWTICHED AND SHE NOW SHARES A ROOM WITH ANITA, PUSHPA AND HER TWO KIDS, AND SHAHANNA

SHAHANNA TELLS Lakshmi “THE RULES”

1. “Tell the customers that you are twelve,she says. Or, mumtaz will beat you senseless
2. Do wahtever the customers ask of you or he will beat you senseless. then he will do whatever he likes without paying. 

3. always wash yourself witha wet rag after the man is finsihed, pushpa says. this will keep you fro getting a disease.
4.if a customer likes you, he may gove you a sweet,she says. you must eat it right away. Or mumtaz will take it and eat it herself” (141).

they also tell her about the americans that will try to trick you into running away. they say they will shame you

and they tell her about the new girl who took Lakshmi’s
 room that just killed herself by hanging herself by the rafters with her shawl.

“In the village school we were taught to add, subtract, multiply, and divide...
Here i do diffrent calculations. if i bring half a dozen men to my room each night and 

each man pays mumtaz 3o rupees, i am 180 rupees closer each day to going back home. if i 
work for a hundred days more, i will surely have enough to pay back the 20,000

rupees i owe to mumtaz. Then shahanna teaches me city subtraction. half of what
the men pay go to mumtaz, she says. then you must aken away 80 rupees for what

mumtaz charges for your daily rice and dal. another 100 a week for renting 
your bed and pillow. and 500 for the shot the dirty-hands doctor gives us once

a month so that we won’t become pregnet... i do the calculations and realize i am
already buried alive”(147-148).

xx

pU
SH

PA’S SON harish

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

is living through

she notices how normal his life is
and i think she is watching him

because she wishes her life was still
normal like his

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

steals pU
SH

PA’S SON harish

storybook
during the day when he is out at school
or is out so that she can pretend she is

still in school and has a normal life

pushpa’s son catches her reading the book and he offers for her to keep the 
book but she thinks he only is doing that cause he feels bad for her

mumtaz
gets away

with running
the happiness

house by

police
bribing the cops to not tell

pU
SH

PA’S SON harish

offers to teach

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

how to ead the words in the storybook

she learns how to say in a new language where she lives and how old she is and her name all 
thanks to the boy.pretty soon he also starts teaching her american words. he gives her a pencil 
and this makes Lakshmi cry because of how kind the boy has been to her. in return she gives him

a ball made from her old clothles

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

when Lakshmi looks in a mirror she can hardly reconize herself
because she has been forced to become someone she is not

pushpa can not woek because she is ill so she and her children are kicked out onto the 
streets and Lakshmi is upset because she is losing harish her friend and once source of hapiness

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

gets an
american
customer

unlike usual he asks her questions
like if her name and if she is
being held against her will

he asks her “ ‘DO YOU WANT TO 
LEAVE HERE?’ I JUST STARE AT HIM”(205.)

He OFFERS TO HELP HER
LEAVE AND SHE SAYS NO

she responds no because mumtaz brainwashed her into thinking if anyone tries 
to save her they are lying and they will publicly shame her

He gives her his buissnes card incase she changes her mind and wants to leave
SHE LOOKS AT THE CARD BUT SHE KNOWS IF ANYONE ELSE SEES IT SHE WILL GET IT

TROUBLE SO SHE HIDES IT AWAY

jfwfchjdcjsbskjhbcshbhjsbdchjksBCHDBVCB
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“‘ oPEN UP!’” (213).
ALL THE GIRLS IN THE HOUSE RAN WHEN THEY HEARD THE MAN SHOUT AT THE DOOR

THERE WAS STOMPING AND YELLING AND SLAMMING AND HEAVY SCARY FOOTSTEPS

THE HOUSE WAS DESTROYED AND SHAHANNA WAS MISSING

policeTHEY THINK EITHER THE POLICE OR AMERICANS
DID IT BECAUSE MUMTAZ IS BEHIND IN

HER PAYMENTS

mumtaz

NOW THAT SHAHANNA IS GONE
YOU ALL HAVE TO COVER HER

CUSTOMERS

lakshmi

Ama’s daughter

storybook
IS DOING MORE READING THEN WORK AND ANITA 

SAYS MUMTAZ WILL SELL HER IF SHE DOES NOT WORK MORE

ANITA AND Lakshmi PLAN A PLACE TO HIDE AND LOCK THEMSELVES IFANOTHER RAID HAPPENS

Lakshmi DOES THAT CALCULATIONS AND THINKS SHE ONLY HAS ONE MORE YEAR
TO WORK. She tells mumtaz and she says that that is wrong and she forgot 

many expenses and that it would be five years

when Lakshmi wants to asks shipla 40 rupees she laughs because Lakshmi thinks the money she has earned is
goung to her family but really mumtaz is keeping it all and is going to work Lakshmi until she is useless

Lakshmi gets another american customer who asks if she wants to leave. 
he takes her picture and shows her pictures of the shelter. He tells Lakshmi

that mumtaz can not do this to her and that he is going to come
back to the house to rescue her, but she doesnt know if she should trust him.

he tells Lakshmi to pack
up quickly so that

when he comes back 
she is ready to go 33

days later
she starts 

to think
he will not
come back 55

days later
she feels
dumb for
trusting

him

FINALLY policepolice

rEALLY EARY IN THE MORNING THE COPS SHOW UP
Lakshmi CAN HEAR THAT THE VOICE OF THE COP

BELONGS TO THE AMERICAN SHE TALKED TO
DOES NOT KNOW WHO TO TRUST

SHOULD I GO OR STAY?

SHE CAN HEAR THE AMERICAN CALLING HER NAME
SHE HEARS HIM LEAVING

SO SHE RUNS DOWNSTAIRS AND TELLS THE COPS HER NAME AND AGE

sHE IS RESCUED, MUMTAZ IS ARRESTED
THE END!

fINAL thoughts

1. gender roles. This poped out to me so often in the book. 
Lakshmi was constantly being taught that her job as a women 
was to make men happy wether it was plesing her father or her 
clients or any man in the book.
2.Money. THroughout the story i saw Lakshmi get traded and 
sold and payed for for various amounts of rupees. Money plays 
an important part of the story because its drives the actions 
taken by the charaters. For example if Lakshmi’s family was 
not worried about money they would not have made her get a 
job as a “maid” and she would have never been sold into the sex 
trade.

I really enjoyed reading this book for so many resons. I think 
one of the main reasons i liked this book was that Lakshmi’s 
life is nothing like mine. She lived in nepal in the mountains 
under a thacthed roof, farming  and living a very simple life. 
she was  manipulated into leaving her home to go make money 
for her family as a “maid” while in reality she was being sold 
into sexual slavery. Lakshmi endured so many hardships and 
horible things just to make money for her family back home 
which i think shows a lot of good charater. Even though Laksh-
mi’s life was nothing like mine is, her story and personality is 
so honest and relatable to others who are enduring or have 
been through the same thing, wether it was being sold into 
sexual slavery, abuse, or rape. By reading this book i learned 
more about the serious issue of sexual slavery. In the author’s 
note it said 12,000 nepali girls are sold by their familes and 
that in the entire world half a million kids yearly are put into 
the sex trade. 

major themes

McCormick, Patricia. Sold. Hyperion, 2015.
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