Talking Together
1. Describe the group or student (size of group, level, student characteristics, etc.)
I used Talking Together with students from an IU Center Based School:  Mon Valley.  The students are in grades 8-12.  All students are diagnosed with emotional disturbance and some students have co-existing disorders such as autism, ODD, ADHD, etc.  There were 8 students, one teacher and one social worker. Six students were males, 2 students were females.  
2. Describe the length of implementation (weeks or months, amount of time per day, days per week)
I worked with this group for an hour a week for three weeks.  We completed two lessons from Talking Together plus an overview.  I completed three sessions with them.  One session was just a “getting to know you” time for the students and I to become familiar with each other.  I used the Unit Organizer and Frame on Day 1 (as well as other days) to explain what Talking Together was and why it was important for us to learn this.  During Day 2 we used the PowerPoint and I taught the first lesson from Talking Together on Learning Communities.  Students ended that lesson by making folders for Talking Together.  I brought in magazines and let them find pictures that would represent themselves and their communities for the cover of the folders.  During Day 3 I taught the second lesson for Talking Together:  Partner Skill.  The students all participated.  A friend of mine videotaped it for me; however, I suggested that she video small clips here and there because at the time I did not realize that it would be more beneficial to see every aspect.  



3. Submit student progress chart(s) without student names.


There was a total of 8 students.  The first week that I went over the Frame and Unit Organizer for Talking Together, one student was not engaged. She had her hood up and she laid her head on her desk the entire hour.  I asked the teacher and he told me that she was not feeling well and to move on.  Week 2 (Learning Communities) and Week 3 (Partner Skill) all eight students participated.  By participated I mean to say that they answered questions, worked with partners, raised hands, completed activities, contributed to the conversation.  None of the students had their heads down or refused to contribute.  

4. Submit a narrative log of your implementation experiences (what went well and/or poorly, adjustments made if necessary, ideas generated for issues encountered, and impact.)
In an effort to be systematic I would like to summarize my log of experiences across all sessions.  
What went well:  I was able to create a rapport with the students through this process.  They appeared willing to participate as evidenced by raising hands, contributing to conversations, elaborating on discussions and asking questions.  I added videos, interactive questions, etc. to the presentation and that helped it to be relevant and engaging. I also gave out tickets for participating as well as doing the Recorder’s Log.  At the end of the lesson, students got to pick a prize if their ticket was chosen and the whole class received a reward if they reached the goal on the Recorder’s Log.   
What went poorly:  Nothing went poorly.  Overall, I don’t love this program.  I am a huge proponent of explicit teaching; however, this was so explicit that it sometimes didn’t make sense.  That may also be because this was not my classroom and therefore, was a bit confusing.  In example, about 40 minutes into Lesson 1 (Week 2)  a student raised their hand and said, “I’m sorry.  I just don’t get it.  When will the lesson start?  Are these still your rules?”  It’s just very explicit teaching.  
What adjustments were made:  Adjustments were made through-out the lessons in regards to discussions, ideas that were brought up or where the conversations went.  All in all the students stayed on topic but every once in a while I would have to bring us back.  I also adjusted the lessons by creating an interactive power point with videos and questions that pertained to the students.
Impact:  Student enjoyed the lessons and when you look at the average across all three days, an average of 95.8% of students participated per session. On Week 2 and Week 3, 100% of students participated. These students raised hands, shared ideas, worked with partners, completed activities, and contributed to the overall lesson. This was a very small group.  No one yelled out.  They were excited to earn tickets for prizes and to earn their goal for the Recorders Log. Students were very respectful and on-task. It was expected that one student may have a difficult time working with a partner so the teacher volunteered to be his partner and it worked at this time. 
  If this was my classroom and we continued to teach, model, practice and reinforce these expectations I believe the impact would be greater.  
 
5. Submit a narrative describing coaching, feedback, and follow up, identifying your coach.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My coaches, Diane and Patty taught this technique to me, along with Sue Vernon on April 24, 2018.  I had one 1:1 zoom meeting to discuss this further with Patty on 10-24/2018.  We talked about how it may be beneficial to have use Talking Together and the Frame together. I had a phone call with Diane Gillam on 4/2/2019 in which I expressed concern about the fact that all of the lesson was not recorded.  During the time in the classroom, I thought it would be okay to video things in bits and pieces as evidence that it was actually happening.  After getting feedback from Diane on Vocabulary LINCing I realized that it is important to see all components in action.  I told her that I was worried that I may not be allowed to go back into the classroom due to the nature of my job and contractual issues of the teachers. In addition, I’ve listened and/or participated in First Fridays and other face-to-face meetings.  



Percentage of Students Who Actively Participated

Number of Students Who Actively Participated	
Week 1	Week 2	Week 3	87.5	100	100	



Individual Student Participation over 3 Weeks

Week 1	Student 1	Student 2	Student 3	Student 4	Student 5	Student 6	Student 7	Student 8	100	100	100	100	100	100	100	0	Week 2	Student 1	Student 2	Student 3	Student 4	Student 5	Student 6	Student 7	Student 8	100	100	100	100	100	100	100	100	Series 3	Student 1	Student 2	Student 3	Student 4	Student 5	Student 6	Student 7	Student 8	100	100	100	100	100	100	100	100	



