Reflection Talking Together Lesson

Since our LEA has decided not to implement Talking Together at this time, I completed the Fidelity of implementation requirement by presenting Lesson 1 to three colleagues during two different sessions.  

We created a PowerPoint as well as a script taken from the curriculum to guide the lesson. I found the lesson very easy to follow and although it is “scripted”, I see how it can create opportunity for conversations to occur.  During this practice session, the conversations felt a bit scripted, but I feel it will flow more naturally when actually teaching the lesson to students in a classroom. 
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The length of the lesson during theses two practice sessions were approximately 10 and 20 minutes, but will likely be longer when done with a larger group of students and depending on the group may be broken into shorter sessions. I found the “At a Glance” lesson option to be helpful; I reviewed it prior to the lesson to review procedures and key points.

I like that this program includes many opportunities for student engagement. I particularly like the strategy of proactively teaching the students appropriate participation and discussion skills/behaviors. These skills are often not discretely taught/reinforced and are frequently the cause of classroom disruptions. Another piece of this lesson and overall program I find valuable is to proactively teach students a socially appropriate way to communicate/respond to the  teacher when they may not want to participate or “respond”. I find that some students resort to problem behavior in order to escape/avoid a situation they may not want to be in, including participating in class.  The reason or function of this behavior would obviously need to be looked in to further, but teaching/reinforcing the appropriate way for the students to communicate this desire will likely contribute to creating a stronger learning community. 

Since this fidelity of implementation was completed with collogues, there is no log of implementation. My colleague and I plan to introduce this program to our future LEAs participating in P2G and look forward to supporting them if they choose to implement Talking Together. 





