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Canvas – “Through software, content, professional development, open integrations, and an amazing user community, the Instructure Learning Platform makes edtech more personal and student success more equitable.” At the high school I teach, Natrona County High School in Casper, WY, we use Canvas as our LMS. Some teachers throughout the building then incorporate some Google Classroom aspects, but its through Canvas. “Where teaching and learning come together. Google Classroom is your all-in-one place for teaching and learning. Our easy-to-use and secure tool helps educators manage, measure, and enrich learning experiences.” Our cross-town rival high school uses only Google Classroom as their LMS. When students are on remote learning, say for quarantine or if we have snow day, many of the teachers then use the BigBlueButton app built into Canvas to conduct virtual learning, myself included. “BigBlueButton is a global teaching platform. It was developed in a school, not in a boardroom. Making it the only virtual classroom built from the ground up, just for teachers.” It’s not as popular or well used throughout out building, as only about a third of the teachers use it, many of the teachers still use Zoom. “No matter where education takes place, Zoom can help engage students, faculty, and staff for learning, collaboration, and administration… A complete unified communications platform that enables new ways of teaching, learning, and working across educational environments.” In the intro level drafting class that we teach, we use Autodesk AutoCAD. “Autodesk is changing how the world is designed and made; From greener buildings to smarter products to mesmerizing blockbusters, Autodesk software helps our customers to design and make a better world for all… AutoCAD is computer-aided design (CAD) software that architects, engineers, and construction professional rely on to create precise 2D and 3D drawings.” We have a free educational version and use it to teach students 2D drawing. AutoCAD can easily be downloaded onto a MAC or PC, as well as onto an iPad through the AutoCAD Mobile App. While AutoCAD has 3D design capabilities, in the advanced level drafting classes, we use SolidWorks to teach 3D design. “For over 25 years, SolidWorks has been the trusted industry standard in design and engineering. Intuitive 3D design and product development solutions from SolidWorks help you conceptualize, create, validate, communicate, manage, and transform your innovate ideas into great product designs.” SolidWorks is not free and we do have to pay for a subscription.
